
Ray Raposa of Castanets had almost finished
his follow-up to First Light's Freeze (2005)
when three men in strange masks mugged
him at gunpoint in front of his home in
Bedstuy, Brooklyn. Stealing Raposa's rent
money, iPod and security, the three thieves
climaxed a year of depression and nomadic,
nocturnal dislocation. Not long after the mug-
ging, Raposa completed In The Vines.
Appropriately, the album he was struggling to
complete is based on a Hindu fable about
being trapped in an inescapable fate, with
death and the limitations of our physical lives
closing in from all corners. In the fable story,
“The Well of Life”, a giant net stretched out
by a giant woman surrounds a Brahman lost
in the forest. The frantic Brahman runs in cir-
cles attempting to escape until he falls
halfway down a pit and is entangled in vines.
He discovers some beehives halfway between
the flesh-hungry six-faced elephant at the top
of the pit and the waiting serpent at the bot-
tom. As bees buzz around the Brahman and
rats gnaw at the vines holding him up, all he
can do is gorge on the sweet honey.  Heavy

stuff, yes, but it isn't all peril, and darkness.
The songs are sung with such intimacy and
earnestness that In The Vines "sways" some-
where between the serpent, elephant, bees
and rats, the honey representing a strange
sense of hope and delight in the brief
moments of beauty that sustain our lives.

Selling Points
- Guest appearances by Jana Hunter, Sufjan
Stevens, Viking Moses, Matthew Houck of
Phosphorescent, Rafter Roberts, Nonhorse
(Vanishing Voice), and Nathan Delffs (Shaky
Hands)
- Former band members include Annie Clark
(St. Vincent) and Rob Lowe (Lichens)
- Castanets have toured internationally and
will be extensively touring in support of this
album
- Radio campaign by Team Clermont
- Press campaign by Motormouth Media and
Pitchperfect PR
- Packaging by award-winning designer Jason
Munn and limited edition first pressing
includes embossed o-card
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1. Rain Will Come
2. This Is The Early Game
3. Westbound, Blue
4. Strong Animal
5. Sway

6. The Fields Crack
7. Three Months Paid
8. The Night Is When You Can Not See
9. Sounded Like a Train, Wasn't a Train
10. And The Swimming
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